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man in Britain for genius, I should hesitate which to prefer. JOHNSON. 'To be sure, Sir, if you were to dine only once, and it were never to be known where you dined, you would choose rather to dine with the first man for genius; but to gain most respect, you should dine with the first Duke in England. For nine people in ten that you meet with, would have a higher opinion of you for having dined with a Duke; and the great genius himself would receive you better, because you had been with the great Duke.'
He took care to guard himself against any possible suspicion that his settled principles of reverence for rank and respect for wealth were at all owing to mean or interested motives; for he asserted his own independence as a literary man. ' No man (said he) who ever lived by literature, has lived more independently than I have done.' He said he had taken longer time than he needed to have done in composing his Dictionary. He received our compliments upon that great work with complacency, and told us that the Academy delict Cruscd1 could scarcely believe that it was done by one man.
Next morning I found him alone, and have preserved the following fragments of his conversation. Of a gentleman2 who was mentioned, he said, ' I have not met with any man for a long time who has given me such general displeasure. He is totally unfixed in his principles, and wants to puzzle other people. I said his principles had been poisoned by a noted infidel writer, but that he was, nevertheless, a benevolent good man. JOHNSON. ' We can have no dependance upon that instinctive, that constitutional goodness which is not founded upon principle. I grant you that such a man may be a very amiable member of society. I can conceive him placed in such a situation that he is not much tempted to deviate from what is right;
1  See ante, p. 298.                              happy as a vanquished argumentator
2  That this  was   Mr.   Dempster     could   be.'   The   character   of  the seems likely from \\\^ Letters of Bos-     'benevolent good man' suits Demp-ivell (p. 34), where Boswcll says :—     ster (sec fast, under Feb. 7,  1775, 'I had prodigious satisfaction to find     where Boswcll calls him 'the virtuous Dempster's sophistry (which he has     and candid Dempster'), while that learnt  from  Hume  and Rousseau)     of the  'noted  infidel   writer'  suits vanquished by the solid sense and     Hume.    We find Boswell, Johnson, vigorous   reasoning    of    Johnson,     and Dempster again dining together Dempster,1  he  continues,   'was  as     on May 9, 1772.
ands  he sees me  dressed.'     find the passage in it. Spectator, No. 150.
